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Learn of a time
when Meredith
was covered in
sheep. See A2.

Church Landing
is expanding

its event space.
See A5.

“One Book, One
Community”

spotlights sled
dog racing.

See B4.
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MEREDITH — A frac-
tional increase is proposed
for this coming year’s budg-
et as officials weigh enroll-
ment and the aftereffects of
last year’s budget process.

On Monday, the Inter-
Lakes School Board took ad-
vantage of the school holi-
day to meet with adminis-
trators and discuss this
year’s proposed budget in a
nearly six-hour workshop.

The proposed budget for
the 2011/2012 school year is
$20,165,691, an increase of
$1,652, or about .08 percent,
over this year’s voted budg-
et. The initially proposed
budget was $20,202,691, an
increase of $38,652 or .19 per-
cent, but an additional
$37,000 in cuts was made
during the meeting.

One year ago, board mem-
bers and administration
proposed deep cuts to keep
to a proposed 1.25 percent in-
crease. Nearly $800,000 was
then added by voters from
the floor to reinstate all of
the cuts. This year board
members did not propose a
particular percentage, but
aimed to provide a level of
education for the students at
a minimal cost.

Superintendent Phil Mc-
Cormack said the budget re-
flects that, addressing
changes in enrollment and
the known needs of stu-

dents.
McCormack said at last

Tuesday’s School Board
meeting that he is “very,
very pleased” with the work
by administrators to get
such numbers.

This year’s budget factors
in a 14 percent maximum
guaranteed increase in the
health plan and a 14 percent
increase in the New Hamp-
shire Retirement System.

McCormack said the
changes in the retirement
system are one area where
the board needs to get more
politically involved. Anoth-
er roundtable discussion be-
tween the Boards of Select-
men from all three towns
and school officials is being
scheduled, the focus of
which will be on legislation
and state impacts.

“The more they hear the
fact that municipalities and
school districts cannot ac-
cept that scenario, they’ve
got to hear that time and
time again,” McCormack
said.

There is a 2 percent in-
crease for non-bargaining
and administrative person-
nel. It does not include fund-
ing for the collective bar-
gaining agreement with the
Inter-Lakes Education Asso-
ciation, which will be a sep-
arate warrant article.

The district was also
asked by the town of Mered-
ith to increase its contribu-

Inter-Lakes budget proposes fractional increase

Enthusiasm for energy efficiency celebrated at fair
BY ERIN PLUMMER
EPLUMMER@SALMONPRESS.COM

MEREDITH — A mutual
interest in energy efficiency
brought hundreds of people
to the town’s first energy
fair.

The Meredith Regional
Energy Fair drew over 250
people to the community
center on Saturday for the
assembly of vendors and
presenters on various topics
related to green and renew-
able energy.

Over 30 vendors from
state and local agencies and
a variety of businesses
showed their products and
services from energy audits,
solar panels, and pellet
stoves, to bank financing
and electric rebates.

Presentations took place
throughout the day on ener-
gy efficiency and planning
from various experts in
their fields.

The high turnout was a
happy surprise for organiz-
ers, who said they expected
closer to 100 or possibly 200
people. Town Planner An-
gela LeBrecque said 250 pro-
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John Osgood of the Public Utilities Commission presents “The NH Energy Code and Your Project” at the
Meredith Regional Energy Fair.

tion for the school resource
officer, an amount to in-
crease by 10 percent.

The budget is phasing in
items that were cut last year
including a $2,500 allocation
for library books, which is

being funded at 50 percent
this year.

Inter-Lakes Elementary
School Principal Steve Kel-
ley said enrollment has been
stable at his school, but there
is expected to be a drop in

the number of kinder-
garteners. Kelley recom-
mended cutting one first
grade teacher position and
merging a section of the
kindergarten class into first
grade.

Kelley also recommended
that one paraeducator posi-
tion be cut as well.

The vote from the floor
that reinstated funds last

SEE BUDGET PAGE A7

grams and packages of ma-
terials were made for the
fair. Around 3 p.m., atten-
dance passed that mark.

“We just really want to
stimulate people to start
thinking about energy as a
first step,” LeBrecque said.

Seth Wheeler of the New
Hampshire Electric Co-op
did a presentation on the
Smart Grid System planned
to start in Meredith. He was
also in the vendors room
talking to people about op-
portunities for energy sav-

ings through the Co-op.
Wheeler praised the work of
the fair’s organizers, includ-
ing their efforts reaching out
to the business community.

Wheeler said the Co-op
has taken part in fairs in La-
conia and Manchester,
though few people in atten-
dance were Co-op cus-
tomers.

“We have so few of these
shows that are really in our
core service territory,”
Wheeler said. “We’ve seen
more Co-op members here

than we will at any three or
four shows.”

Wheeler said this gives
customers more of an op-
portunity to learn what the
Co-op has been doing for re-
newable energy, including
plans for the Smart Grid sys-
tem and energy rebates.

“There’s a real enthusi-
asm for energy efficiency in
general, a lot of people in-
terested in different types of
it,” Wheeler said. “It shows

SEE ENERGY PAGE A7

Controversial sign ordinance
amendment moves forward
BY ERIN PLUMMER
EPLUMMER@SALMONPRESS.COM

MOULTONBORO — A
zoning amendment allowing
for rental and lease signs on
property without a sign per-
mit will go forward in the
hearing process despite con-
troversy.

The Planning Board voted
to pass the amendment for-
ward during a public hear-
ing on the zoning ordinances
held on Thursday.

According to the current
sign ordinance, real estate
signs advertising the sale of
the property on which they
are located are exempt from
sign permitting. The signs
must be less than three by
four feet and limited to two
signs per lot.

Real estate sale signs are
covered under this part of
the ordinance, but signs for
rental or lease property or
advertising foreclosure auc-

tions require a sign permit.
A concern was brought to

the board regarding poten-
tially unpermitted rental
signs. After discussion, the
matter was brought to the
town attorney who said all
real estate signs must be
treated equally.

“Prior to that I don’t think
that anyone realized rental
and lease signs were not al-
lowed,” said acting Chair
Natt King.

An amendment was pro-
posed to allow such signs to
be exempt from permitting.
The amendment also pro-
posed a change in sign size
requirements for a maxi-
mum size of three by four
feet in Commercial Zones A
and B and no larger than one
foot by one and a half feet in
Commercial Zone C and the
Residential District.

The proposed amendment
has been met with concern

by some residents that al-
lowing rental and lease signs
without a permit will lead to
a proliferation of signs
around the community.

Resident Jim Leiterman
read a letter from former
Planning Board member Er-
ic Taussig vehemently op-
posing the amendment.
Taussig said in the letter that
the amendment’s passage
could not only lead to a pro-
liferation but could also be a
“red flag” that a building is
unoccupied and possibly
make it a target for vandal-
ism and break-ins. Taussig
said there is no need for the
signs, saying most people
renting property in Moul-
tonboro are from out of state
and can find properties on
the Internet and through
other means of communica-
tion besides looking for

SEE SIGN PAGE A6
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Friends and family of Diane Kline launch skylanterns in a field at Moulton Farm.

Skyborne wishes in memory of a local woman
BY ERIN PLUMMER
EPLUMMER@SALMONPRESS.COM

MEREDITH — Wishes
were launched over a snowy
field and into the air by
friends and family of a local
woman who passed away last
July.

Around 100 people collect-
ed in a small section of field
at Moulton Farm on Satur-
day overlooking a hill, each
carrying a sky lantern with
a wish written on it. Volun-
teers then lit the lanterns,
the flames filling them with
hot air. Some rose up in the
cold air slowly, while some
shot off like small rockets.
After a few minutes, a cloud

of glowing lanterns flew over
the trees and into the sky un-
til they were gone from view.

The Launch-a-Wish event
was held in memory of Di-
ane Kline, a resident of Cen-
ter Harbor and a teacher who
passed away in July of 2010
after a battle with cancer.

Friends and family came
to Moulton Farm to launch
the sky lanterns, some com-
ing from as far away as Con-
necticut, New York, and
Florida.

“It’s my hope and my fam-
ily’s hope that the wishes you
make for the special people
in your life — past, present,
and future — all come true,”
Diane’s husband Duke Kline
said to the group.

The event was also held to

support the Diane K. Kline
Memorial Scholarship Fund,
a scholarship fund to support
the educational pursuits of
young people in the Lakes Re-
gion. Donations of $25 were
requested for the fund.

Diane’s son Derek Kline
said his mother flew sky
lanterns with the family last
year.

“It just dawned on me this
might be a great way to hon-
or Diane’s memory,” Duke
Kline said, saying a friend
suggested that the lanterns
be launched to make a wish
for friends and loved ones.

Duke Kline said organiz-
ers asked John Moulton for
use of his land for the event.

SEE WISH PAGE A6
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MEREDITH — Linda F.
Constant, 61, of 138 Parade
Road, died at the Lakes Re-
gion General Hospital, La-
conia, on Wednesday, Jan.
12, 2011.

Linda was born July 8,
1949, in Laconia, the daugh-
ter of the late Clayton A.
and Grace (Gilson) Ford.
She was a lifelong resident
of the Lakes Region and had
been employed at Molex for
38 years, retiring in 2005.
For the past four years she
was employed by ATS in
New Hampton until retiring
due to illness. She enjoyed
fishing, motorcycling, auto
racing and traveling.

Survivors include her
husband of 41 years, Roy E.

Constant of Meredith; a
daughter, Grace V. Con-
stant-Marquis and her hus-
band, Eric, of Belmont; one
granddaughter, Shelby; a
sister, Katherine C. Ger-

larneau of Moultonboro;
and several nephews and
nieces. In addition to her
parents, Linda was prede-
ceased by her stepmother,
Rita (Sawyer) Ford, and by a
brother, Wayne C. Ford.

There will be no calling
hours.

A memorial service will
be held in the spring.

For those who wish, the
family suggests that memo-
rial donations be made to
American Lung Associa-
tion of N.H., 20 Warren
Street, Suite 4, Concord, NH
03301.

For more information
and to view an online me-
morial go to www.wilkin-
sonbeane.com.

Linda F.  Constant, 61

Linda F. Constant

Cheryl Ann Doiron, 65
MOULTONBORO —

Cheryl Ann Doiron, 65, of
Moultonboro, passed away
on Monday, Jan. 3, 2011, at
Lakes Region General Hos-
pital in Laconia.

Born in Cambridge,
Mass., on Aug. 3, 1945, the
daughter of Clifford and
Madeline L. (Ryan)
Stronach, Cheryl was
raised in the Cambridge
area and attended local
schools there. She also

resided in Somerville,
Mass., for many years be-
fore moving to Moulton-
boro about 10 years ago.

Cheryl worked for many
years at Tags Department
Store in Cambridge, Mass.,
and at Aubuchon Hard-
ware store in Moulton-
boro. She was a proud
member and supporter for
the Moultonboro Lions
Club where she enjoyed
bingo on Tuesdays with

her friends.
She is survived by her

husband of 40 years,
Robert L. Doiron of Moul-
tonboro.

A celebration of life will
be held at a later date de-
termined by the family.

Mayhew Funeral Homes
of Meredith and Plymouth
are handling the arrange-
ments. www.mayhewfu-
neralhomes.com

MEREDITH — Kenneth
Allen Jollimore, 77, of High-
land Street, Meredith, passed
away unexpectedly on Jan.
12, 2011, at the Lakes Region
General Hospital of Laconia.

Mr. Jollimore was born
May 3, 1933, in Boston, Mass.,
the son of Harry and Isabel
(Zynck) Jollimore. He was
raised to the sublime degree
of Master Mason in Febru-
ary of 1964, and was a mem-
ber, former officer, and War-
den of the Chocorua Lodge,
No. 83, Meredith. He was a
veteran of the US Navy Re-
serve.

Mr. Jollimore lived in
Meredith since 1980 and was
retired from the State of New
Hampshire, Department of
Emergency Management.
He had a passion for the wa-
ter and enjoyed many hours
sailing on Lake Win-
nipesaukee. He was also an

accomplished trombone
player and singer, having
taken part in many Streetcar
Company productions and
as part of the Frustration
Hill Blues Band in Meredith.

He was predeceased by his
beloved wife, Anne Jol-
limore, in 2009.

Survivors include his
daughter, Hillary Jollimore
and her husband, Tim

Seeger, of Meredith; his son,
Kenneth Allen Jollimore Jr.
of Meredith; daughter, Kris-
ten Sapienza and husband,
Augie, of Pasadena, MD; sev-
en grandchildren, Alexis,
Victoria, Elisabeth, Davis,
Emily, Matthew and Collyn;
his sister, Joyce Sullivan of
Norwood, Mass.; and many
cousins, nieces and
nephews.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in his
memory to Chocorua Lodge
#83, PO Box 524, Meredith,
NH 03253.

Services were held at the
Squam Valley Masonic Asso-
ciation Facility, Route 3,
Holderness, on Sunday, Jan.
16.

Mayhew Funeral Homes
of Meredith and Plymouth
are assisting the family with
arrangements. www.may-
hewfuneralhomes.com.

Kenneth Allen Jollimore, 77

Kenneth Allen Jollimore
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signs.
Resident Nancy Wright

also expressed concern
about the town being over-
run with rental signs.
Wright echoed Taussig’s
point that many people rent-
ing property in Moulton-
boro usually do not drive out
to look at signs and can even
look at properties through
websites with enhanced
photos and 360 degree views.

Jim Mardis, a broker with
Century 21 Realty, said many
people will call in response
to signage and clients that
do not want to look at prop-
erties online.

Resident Joe Querisma

said there are some commu-
nities in Florida that have so
many signs that houses are
not even visible.

Resident Mel Borrin dis-
agreed that the amendment
would bring that many
signs.

“What is being proposed
here would limit that com-
ing into our area,” Borrin
said.

Borrin said there are al-
ready other indicators that a
structure is unoccupied,
such as an unplowed drive-
way in the winter and other
indicators.

The proposed amend-
ment was also criticized by
some local people in the real
estate industry, saying signs

that are one by one and a half
feet are not industry stan-
dard and having signs sized
just to fit within Moulton-
boro would be inconvenient.

Resident Tom Howard
said he spoke with three bro-
kers in Center Harbor and
Moultonboro who said the
smallest signs tend to be 18
by 24 inches to two by three
feet. Borrin said the general
rule for signs is a maximum
of four by four feet.

“I think the real estate
community has done a pret-
ty good job of patrolling and
controlling what’s out
there,” Mardis said.

Mardis said his signs are
usually 18 by 24 inches and
he only uses three by four-
foot signs when selling larg-
er properties.

“Brokers don’t want to go
out and spend lots of money
on three by four or four by
four signs,” Mardis said.

Wright said she has been
involved in real estate for
over 20 years and was most-
ly familiar with two by
three-foot signs. Wright said
signs three by four feet are

pretty large for the area.
Board members dis-

cussed possibly delaying the
amendment for a year when
more time has been given to
review it, especially as the
concern only came up re-
cently.

Selectman’s representa-
tive Ed Charest said further
delaying any decisions could
create some problems.

Charest said proliferation
might be a problem if 1,000
houses were for rent in town,
but “that’s not going to hap-
pen.”

“If a person wants to sell
their home of if they want to
rent it for a season they have
that right,” Charest said.
“Once it was brought to our
attention, the genie’s out of
the box.”

“I can see the argument
on both sides of this,” said
Board member Peter Jensen.
“I just think we ought to give
a little more consideration
than we have so far.”

Board of Selectmen Chair
Joel Mudgett said he thinks
the ordinance does need to
be fixed.

“I don’t think we’re going
to see that many new signs
in the neighborhood,” Mud-
gett said.

After extensive discus-
sion, board members came

to a general consensus that,
as sales, rentals, and other
transactions are all consid-
ered real estate; the original
wording of that section of
the ordinance could be kept
with some changes. The
changes included striking
out language specifically re-
lated to For Sale property so
the wording would fit all
types of real estate.

The board unanimously
approved the proposed
amendment.

The hearing was original-
ly scheduled for Wednesday,
but the snowstorm resulted
in the closure of town hall
and cancellation of all meet-
ings. King said the board was
advised by the town attorney
that it was legal to hold the
meeting the next day with as
much notice as possible. Sev-
eral residents challenged
that decision, saying a hear-
ing needed at least 24 hours
notice and questioned the le-
gality of Thursday’s hear-
ing.

A second hearing was ini-
tially scheduled for Feb. 1,
the last day to make any
changes to amendments be-
fore they have to be turned
in. After discussions, anoth-
er hearing was scheduled for
Jan. 31 at 7 p.m. in the Land
Use office.

WISH
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●

Moulton cleared a path and a
small section of his field on
top of a hill for the launch-
ing.

“Without John Moulton’s
help, and support we’d never
be able to have it as I envi-
sioned,” Duke Kline said,

calling Moulton “a special
friend.”

Diane Kline’s mother, sib-
lings, and a number of other
relatives attended along with
family friends, students, fel-
low teachers, classmates
from Belknap College, and
other members of the com-
munity.

Holly Burrows and Marcy
Weeks of Moultonboro were
friends of Diane’s.

“She loved family and she
loved friends and she loved
being together with a lot of
people,” Weeks said. “She
would be thrilled today.”

“It also reflects her posi-
tive spirit too, sending off
the wish lanterns,” Burrows
said.

Rondi Pike of Rumney
went to Belknap College
with Kline and was a fellow
teacher at Plymouth Ele-
mentary School. Pike re-
marked on the number of
people that turned out for the
launching.

“We walked in and there
were all these people here
who loved Diane,” Pike said.
“Its just a wonderful thing to
do, be a part of and come to
be with family and friends.”

Carolyn Varin, the school
nurse at Plymouth Elemen-
tary, said she was amazed
when she saw the lanterns
floating in the sky.

“When I came around the
corner and saw that I was
amazed,” said Varin, who al-
so worked with Kline. “She
would have loved it.”

Kline’s husband and two
children said they were
thrilled with the turnout and
said they hope to make this
an annual event.

“It was a good mix of peo-
ple, I felt there was a lot of
support for my family and
my mom and a lot of support
from people,” said Kline’s
daughter Danae Kline.

“She would have really
loved to see that many go up,
all those wishes and hope
that they come true,” Derek
Kline said.




